



Promoting Young People’s Participation
  “People must be empowered to be key actors in their own development. 
	 This	applies	equally	to	children,	whose	participation	and	self-expression	-	
	 based	on	their	evolving	capacities	and	with	respect	for	parental	guidance	-		



















victimised	and	subjected	to	social	adversity (McAra & McVie, 2010). Furthermore, 
individuals	involved	in	violent	offending	may	be	more	likely	to	engage	in	self-harming	and	
para-suicidal	behaviour,	regular	drug	and	alcohol	use,	and	may	also	experience	distorted	
patterns	of	eating	and	problematic	family	backgrounds	(McAra & McVie, 2010; Singleton, 









(Checkoway	et	al.,	2005; Hart, 1992; Shier, 2001) although	there	is	a	lack	of	research	in	
relation	to	how	young	people	can	participate	in	the	services	that	they	use.		It	is	therefore	
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 or who are like them in some respect
















with young people who have been involved in the 
youth	justice	system.		If	you	wish	to	share	your	story	
please contact ross.a.gibson@strath.ac.uk.
